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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 
Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and 
asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews?  We saw his 
star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.”  When King Herod heard 

this, he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  When he had 
called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the 
law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born.  “In 
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet 
has written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a 
ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  Matthew 2:1-6  
 
Dear friends, many of us have heard the story of the Magi, 
traditionally called wise men, at Christmastime.  We see them in 
nativity sets and as creative images on greeting cards.  The Magi 
were believed to be Zoroastrian priests and astronomers.  They 
appear to have been knowledgeable and well-regarded members of 
their people that believed in a singular god.  These men were from 
the Parthian Kingdom to the east of the Roman Empire and had 
been a thorn in the side of Rome.  They even had Herod on the run 
at one point as they attacked territory under his leadership.  You 
might say he Herod away as quick as possible (I couldn’t resist the 
joke).  When we think of these Christmas characters, we mostly 
focus on their gifts and with good reason.  However, a couple of 
other things stand out about this story that are worth our 
attention.  First, the Magi were people on the lookout for a savior 
and willing to travel to find one.  As mentioned, they studied the 
stars and saw a particular star that led them to Jerusalem.  They 
connect this star to the “king of the Jews” and call it “his star.”  
This likely means they had become familiar with Jewish prophecy 
and teaching about this coming king at some level (though there is 
no direct mention of that).   King Herod is disturbed by the news 
from these men and calls upon the chief priests and teachers of the 
law.  He asks them where the Messiah was to be born.  Notice 
where they go for the answers: to the Scriptures and the prophecy 
in Micah 5.  A star was shining, but it was the Scriptures that 
illuminated the way directly to Jesus.  We can see by Herod’s 
reaction that he took these words seriously from Scripture.  
Afterwards, he asked the Magi to report back to him and 
subsequently ordered all boys … (continued on back ) 

  Game Night 
Saturday, January 14, 6:00pm 

 
We are planning a great way for adults and kids to have fun 

together.  People can bring their favorite card or board game and 
a snack to share. 

 

 

Tuesdays, January 24 – 
February 26, 6:30pm 

 

The first topic is Spiritual Gifts - What are they?  How do I 
discover my gifts?  How do I use my gifts?  It will be Tuesday 
evenings, January 24 – February 26, 6:30 - 7:30pm in the 
Upper Room at the church.  Please see Jamie Bish if you’re 

interested in attending or have any questions. 
 

 

 

 8 – New Adult Sunday School class – Moving Mountains:  
       Praying with Passion, Confidence, and Authority, 9:30am 
 8 – Winter Sermon Series begins – Good News, 10:30am 
 8 – New officer ordination & installation, 10:30 
 8 – Session meeting, 12:00pm 
14 – Game Night, 6:00pm 
22 – Presentation of Bible to elementary students, 10:30am 
24 – Small Group Fellowship begins, 6:30pm 
29 – All annual reports due to Kelly 
 

 

 
GOD SENT A SAVIOR 

If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent 
us an educator.  If our greatest need had been technology, God 

would have sent us a scientist.  If our greatest need had 
been money, God would have sent us an economist.  If our 
greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us 

an entertainer.  But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God 
sent us a Savior. – Roy Lessin 



 
December 11 

 
• Luncheon after Children’s Christmas 

Play on Sun, Dec, 18 
• Fruit Baskets for homebound/shut-ins 

on Mon, Dec 19 
• Next meeting will be in Jan 2023 with 

the new deacons 
 

 

 
December 4 

 
• Motion approved to pay Plunketts Pest 

Control for the spraying of bees 
• Motion approved to pay David Wilcox 

for the repair of church roof 
• Motion approved to accept bid for snow 

& ice removal for the 2022-2023 
winter from Jim Bish & Mat Harrison 

 

  

 
December 12 

 
     Discussion topics included Jan 1 
worship, the EPC’s Refocus Workshop, 
the church logo design, and a master 
church calendar. 
     A motion was made, seconded, and 
carried to: 
• approve the following communion 

dates for 2023: Feb 5, Mar 5, Apr 2 
(Palm Sunday), May 7, Jun 4, Jul 9, 
Aug 6, Oct 1 (World Communion 
Sunday), Nov 5, and Dec 3. 

• approve giving Bibles to Sunday 
School students on Sun, Jan 22. 

• approve a Tue evening small group 
fellowship led by Jamie Bish  

• approve the following Adult Sunday 
School curriculum: Moving 
Mountains: Praying with Passion, 
Confidence, and Authority by John 
Eldridge and Overcomer Study: Live a 
Life of Unstoppable Strength, 
Unmovable Faith, and Unbelievable 
Power by David Jeremiah. 

• approve having new officer ordina-
tion & installation on Sun, Jan 8. 

• approve having the first quarter 
Annual Meeting on Sun, Feb 19, after 
worship, with a snow date of Sun, 
Feb 26, after worship. 

• approve having a Game Night on Sat, 
Jan 14, at 6:00pm. 

• approve removing one person from 
the membership list as they are now 
a member of another church. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Moving 
Mountains: 
Praying with 
Passion, 

Confidence, and Authority 
 

New Sunday School Class 

Sundays, 9:30am 
 

Join us as we learn to approach prayer 
with greater confidence and to partner 

with God to get things done. 

  … aged two and 
younger be killed in 
Bethlehem.  The story 
illustrates that 
Scripture is a 

trustworthy, valuable light for our lives.  
 
The New Year is a time to begin anew, start 
afresh, or simply to grow in new ways.  I 
want to offer a New Year’s invitation or 
challenge.  This year is the perfect time to 
begin a regular time of reading Scripture or 
to set a goal to participate in a read through 
the Bible in a year plan.  You can find 
reading plans online, in Bible Apps, or I am 
happy to give you a paper copy.  You can 
accomplish this goal by reading a few 
chapters each day.  If you decide to take the 
challenge, I’d like to offer some 
encouragement.  First, get started as soon as 
possible.  Even if you can only read 1 
chapter today, begin right now.  Second, if 
you miss one day or five don’t give up or 
consider the challenge over.  Pick up your 
Bible as soon as possible and dive right 
back into the plan where you left off.  It is 
better for the reading plan to take longer 
than a year than to not do it at all.  Third, 
don’t read to study in depth but to get the 
overall story of the Bible.  The most 
important thing is to read the passages for 
the day and reflect on them throughout the 
day.  Finally, find a consistent time to read 
so it becomes a habit.  The more often you 
are able to read at the same time of the day, 
the more likely it will become a regular part 
of your routine.  
 
The Scriptures led wise men from far away 
to come close to Jesus and worship him in 
ways they couldn’t have without the truth.  
The riches of worship are found in knowing 
and praising the living God who has made 
himself known to us in the Bible.  Let’s 
open new paths in our faith and 
relationship with him as we open the words 
of his mouth in 2023.  
  

Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year to all of you! 

Pastor Patrick 

 

 
 

            1 – Linda Windhorst 
            1 – Ann Twentier 
          17 – Crystal Lasko 
          22 – Sherilynn Magee 
          31 – Gabriella Parson 
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